Nor‘th Carolina Department of Environment and Matural Resourcea

The Fish Finder? How does it work? We've divided the fish
which are commonly found in Coastal North Carolina into
several categories. These relate to either the type of fish
(tunas, billfish, etc) or the locations where they are most
commonly caught. Of course, sometimes some of the fish in
the Offshore/Reef group might swim closer to shore and be
found where you would expect Inshore/Coastal fish. Likewise
some of the Inshore/Coastal fish are as much at home
offshore as inshore. We have also listed all the fish by name
only, in case you have no idea where they are commonly
caught.

All fish illustrations by Duane Raver, Jr. from the book
Fisherman's Guide

Fishes of the Southeastern United States

by Chuck Manooch and Duane Raver

For information on the book contact:
Chuck Manooch camanooch@starfishnet.com
252-726-4711 or Duane Raver 919-550-9873

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Atlantic Spadefish, Angelfish

Chaetodipterus faber
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Spanish Mackerel, Spaniard

Scomberomorus maculatus
Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Spottail Pinfish
Diplodus holbrooki

Spot
Leiostomus xanthurus

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries’ Guide to what's catching.

Northern Searobin
Prionotus carolinus

Sheepshead

Archosargus probatocephalus
Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Silver Perch
Bairdiella chyrsoura

Skate
Raja eglanteria

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries’ Guide to what's catching.

Pinfish
Lagodon rhomboides

Pompano
Trachinotus carolinus

Red Drum, Channel Bass,
Puppy Drum, Redfish
Sciaenops ocellatus

N.C.'s State Saltwater Fish
Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Sea Mullet, Whiting, Southern Kingfish*

Menticirrhus americanus
Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

*N.C. is home to several very similar species of Kingfishes commonly referred to as Sea Mullets.

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries’ Guide to what's catching.

Atlantic Menhaden, Pogy, Bunker
brevoortia tyrannus

Northern Puffer, Swell Toad, Blowfish
Sphoeroides maculatus

Oyster Toadfish
Opsanus tau

Pigfish, Hogfish
Orthospristis chrysotera

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Hickory Shad

Alosa mediocris
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Jumping Mullet, Striped Mullet
Mugil cephalus

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

King Mackerel, Kingfish
Scomberomorus cavalla

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament.

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Inshore Lizardfish
Synodus foetens

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Cobia, Crab Eater, Lemonfish
Rachycentron canadum

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament.

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Croaker

Micropogonias undulatus
Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament.

Flounder

Paralichthys dentalus (Summer)
Paralichthys lethostigma (Southern)
Paralichthys albigutta (Gulf)

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament.

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Gray Trout, Weakfish

Cynoscion regalis

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament.

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries’ Guide to what's catching.

Black Drum

Pogonias cromis
Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament.

Black Sea Bass, Sea Bass

Centropristis striata

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Bluefish, Snapper, Blue

Pomatomus saltatrix

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament.

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Butterfish
Peprilus triacanthus

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries’ Guide to what's catching.

Speckled Trout

Cynoscion nebulosus

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Striped Bass, Rock

Morone saxatilis

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Tarpon

Megalops atlanticus

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Stingray
Dasyatis americana

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Spottail Pinfish
Diplodus holbrooki

Vermillion Snapper, Beeliner

Rhomboplites aurorubens
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Wahoo

Acanthocybium solanderi
Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

White Grunt, Grunt, Redmouth

Haemulon plumieri
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Gray Triggerfish

Balistes capriscus
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Scamp

Mycteroperca phenax
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Silver Snapper, Red Porgy
Pagrus pagrus

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Speckled Hind, Strawberry Grouper,
Kitty Mitchell
Epinephelus drummondhayi

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Hogfish
Lachnolaimus maximus

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

King Mackerel, Kingfish
Scomberomorus cavalla

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Knobbed Porgy

Calamus nodosus

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Red Snapper, American Red Snapper

Lutjanus campechanus

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries’ Guide to what's catching.

Bluefish, Snapper, Blue

Pomatomus saltatrix

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Blueline Tilefish

Caulolatilus microps
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Dolphin

Corypaena hippurus

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Gag
Mycteroperca microlepist

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Amberjack

Seriola dumerili

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Bank Sea Bass, Yellow Sea Bass
Centropristis ocyurus

Barracuda

Sphyraena barracuda
Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Black Sea Bass, Sea Bass

Centropristis striata

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries’ Guide to what's catching.

Yellowedge Grouper, Grouper

Epinephelus flavolimbatus
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Yellowtail Snapper

Ocyurus chrysurus

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Red Grouper, Grouper

Epinephelus morio
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Albacore, Tuna
Thunnus alalunga

Atlantic Bonito, Bonito
Sarda sarda

Bigeye Tuna, Tuna

Thunnus obesus

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Blackfin Tuna, Tuna

Thunnus atlanticus
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Bluefin Tuna, Tuna

Thunnus thynnus

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

King Mackerel, Kingfish
Scomberomorus cavalla

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Little Tunny, False Albacore,
Spotted Bonito
Euthynnus alletteratus

Skipjack Tuna, Albacore, Oceanic Bonito
Euthynnus pelamis

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Spanish Mackerel, Spaniard

Scomberomorus maculatus
Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Wahoo

Acanthocybium solanderi
Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Yellowfin Tuna, Longfin Tuna

Thunnus albacares

Citation Size: see Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Blue Marlin

Makaira nigricans

Citation Size: See Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Sailfish

Istiophorus platypterus

Citation Size: See Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Swordfish
Xiphias gladius

White Marlin

Tetrapturus albidus

Citation Size: See Citation Sizes Saltwater
Fishing Tournament

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Black Tip

Carcharhinus limbatus
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Hammerhead

Sphyrna lewini
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Mako

Isurus oxyrinchus
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Tiger
Galeocedo cuvieri

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



Fish Finder

North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries' Guide to what's catching.

Black Tip

Carcharhinus limbatus
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Hammerhead

Sphyrna lewini
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Mako

Isurus oxyrinchus
Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

Tiger
Galeocedo cuvieri

Size / Catch Limits: See Recreational
Coastal Waters Guide

NC Division of Marine Fisheries - 3441 Arendell Street - Morehead City, NC 28557 - 252-726-7021 or 800-682-2632



2010 NORTH CAROLINA RECREATIONAL COASTAL WATERS GUIDE FOR SPORTS FISHERMEN October version

*IMPORTANT** CHECK WITH DIVISION OF MARINE FISHERIES FOR MOST CURRENT MINIMUM LENGTHS AND CREEL LIMITS.

(252) 726-7021 OR (800) 682-2632. FOR INLAND WATER LIMITS, CALL WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMISSION (919) 707-0220 OR WWW.NCWILDLIFE.ORG

STATE COASTAL WATERS (Internal & 0-3 miles)

EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE-EEZ (3-200 miles)
EEZ restrictions noted in italics are Federal Rules

FINFISH SPECIES (note symbols)

Minimum Length

Bag Limits (per person)

Minimum Length

Bag Limits (per person)

Greater Amberjack 28" FL 1/Day 28" FL 1/Day
Bluefish None 15/Day, only 5T9L'eater than 24" None 15/Day
Cobia 33"FL 2/Day 33"FL 2/Day
Wahoo None 2/Day None 2/Day
Dolphin (B) None 10/Day None 10/Day
King Mackerel (J) 24" FL 3/Day 24" FL 3/Day
Spanish Mackerel (J) 12" FL 15/Day 12" FL 15/Day

Tuna (H); Bluefin (J), Yellowfin and Bigeye

Bigeye and Yellowfin tuna

Yellowfin tuna

Yellowfin tuna

Yellowfin tuna 3 per day

27" Curved FL 3 per day 27" Curved FL
Sharks (excluding spiny & smooth dogfish)(J) L) 1/Vessel/Day 54" FL (F & H) 1/Vessel/Day
Sharks, Atlantic Sharpnose & Bonnethead (F) None F) (F&H) 1/Day
Blue Marlin (H) 99" LIFL 1 per vessel per trip, either blue 99" LIFL
White Marlin (H) 66" LIFL marlin or white marlin 66" LIFL
Sailfish (H) 63" LIFL 1/Day 63" LIFL
Red Drum (channel bass, puppy drum) 18"—27"TL (D) 1/Day UNLAWFUL TO POSSESS
14" TL Western Albemarle
and Pamlico sounds and
rivers and south of Brown's
Flounder (Internal) Inlet 8/Day
15" TL Eastern Albemarle,
Croatan, Roanoke, Pamlico,
Core and Bogue sounds (O)
15" TL north of Brown'’s Inlet 15" TL north of Brown's Inlet
Flounder (Ocean) 14" TL south of Brown'’s 8/Day 14” TL south of Brown’s Inlet 8/Day
Inlet (O) ©)
Spotted Seatrout (Speckled Trout) 14" TL 10/Day 14" TL 10/Day
Weakfish (Gray Trout) 12" TL 1/Day 12" TL 6/Day
Tarpon None 1/Day None 1/Day
Striped Bass (A) (A) UNLAWFUL TO POSSESS
American and Hickory Shad None 10/Day None 10/Day
Alewife and Blueback Herring None NO HARVEST None NO HARVEST
American Eel 6" TL 50/Day 6" TL 50/Day
Scup (North of Cape Hatteras) 8" TL 50/Day 10" TL 50/Day (E)
Black Sea Bass (North of Cape Hatteras) (C) 12.5" TL 25/Day 12.5" TL 25/Day
Black Sea Bass (South of Cape Hatteras) (J) 12" TL 15/Day 12" TL 15/Day
Groupers (J &K)
3/Day (all groupers combined; 3/Day (all groupers
includes only 1 speckled hind, 1 combined; includes tilefish,
- warsaw, 1 golden tilefish,1 only 1 speckled hind, 1
2?3’] S:rzmp, Yellowfiin & Yellowmouth 20" TL snowy, and no more than 1 20" TL warsaw, 1 snowy, 1 golden
p black or gag grouper, individual tilefish, and no more than 1
or combined) (K) black or gag grouper,
individual or combined) (K)
Black and Gag Groupers 24" TL 1/Day 24" TL 1/Day
Speckled Hind (Kitty Mitchell) 1/Vessel/Trip None 1/Vessell Trip
Warsaw Grouper 1/VessellTrip None 1/Vessel/Trip
Red Porgy (Silver Snapper, pinky) 14" TL 3/Day 14" TL 3/Day
Dog, Gray, Cubera, Mahogany, Queen, ) h " . )
Schoolmaster & Yellowtail Snappers 10/Day (species combined) 12" TL 10/Day (species combined)
Mutton Snapper 16" TL
Silk & Blackfin Snappers 12" TL 12" TL

Red Snapper (J)

No Possession

No Possession




STATE COASTAL WATERS (Internal & 0-3 miles) EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE-EEZ (3-200)
EEZ restrictions noted in italic are Federal Rules

Hogfish (Hog Snapper) 12" FL 5/Day 12" FL
Vermilion Snapper (J) 12" TL 5/Day 12" TL 5/Day
FINFISH SPECIES (note symbols) Minimum Length Bag Limits (per person) Minimum Length Bag Limits (per person)

REEF COMPLEX SPECIES Includes
sheepshead, spadefish, gray triggerfish, white

grunt, knobbed porgy and more (see note | & 20/Day 20/Day
J)
Mullet, striped and white 200/Day (species combined)

PROHIBITED FINFISH SPECIES

COASTAL WATERS (Internal waters and Atlantic Ocean out to 3 miles) FEDERAL WATERS (Atlantic Ocean more than 3 miles)

Sharks; (whale, basking, white, sand tiger, bigeye sand tiger,
Atlantic angel shark, bigeye sixgill, bigeye thresher, bignose,
Caribbean reef, Caribbean sharpnose, dusky, Galapogos,
longfin mako, narrowtooth, night, sandbar, silky, sevengill,
sixgill, and smalltail), red drum, striped bass, sturgeon, Nassau
grouper, Goliath grouper (jewfish), and spearfish.

Sharks; (whale, basking, white, sand tiger, bigeye sand tiger, Atlantic angel shark, bigeye sixgill, bigeye thresher,
bignose, Caribbean reef, Caribbean sharpnose, dusky, Galapogos, longfin mako, narrowtooth, night, sandbar, silky,
sevengill, sixgill, and smalltail), sturgeon, Nassau grouper, Goliath grouper (jewfish), and spearfish

STATE COASTAL AND EEZ WATERS (Internal & 0-200 miles)
SHELLFISH o e
Minimum Length Bag Limits (per person)
5" Carapace Width (minimum)

BLUE CRAB (M) 6 %’ Carapace Width (maximum) (G) 50 crabs/day not to exceed 100 crabs/vessel/day
HARD CLAM 1 “ Thick 100 clams/day not to exceed 200 clams/vessel/day
OYSTER (N) 3" Shell Length 1 bushel/day not to exceed 2 bushels/vessel/day
BAY SCALLOP (N) None % bushel/day, not to exceed one bushel per vessel
CONCHS & WHELKS None 10/day not to exceed 20/vessel/day
MUSSELS None 100/day not to exceed 200/vessel/day
SHRIMP Closed Shrimping Area Open Shrimping Area
(CAST NET ONLY) None 100 shrimp/day (Cast Net Only) 48 gts. heads on, 30 gts. heads off

SYMBOLS TO LOOK FOR

(A) Albemarle Sound Management Area: contact DMF for seasons, areas or other limits; Atlantic Ocean year-round: 2 per person per day at 28” TL minimum; Other coastal areas
(excluding Inland Waters-regulations set by Wildlife Resources Commission), 2 per person per day at 18" TL minimum and unlawful to possess between 22" — 27" TL in Joint
waters. Moratorium in Cape Fear River system. Season October through April, statewide by proclamation (except Cape FearRiver). Includes hybrid bass.

(B) Limit of 10/person/day or 60/trip, whichever is less. On headboats, limit is 10/person/day.

© Size limit to change to 12 ¥z inches total length effective May 22, 2010.

(D) Unlawful to possess red drum greater than 27 inches total length. Unlawful to gig, spear, or gaff red drum.

(E) North of Cape Hatteras Scup recreational season may change this summer.

(F) See prohibited species list above; Legal sharks include: tiger, blacktip, spinner, lemon, bull, nurse, smooth and scalloped and great hammerhead, blacknose, finetooth,

bonnethead, shortfin mako, blue, thresher, porbeagle, and oceanic whitetip. One (1) Atlantic sharpnose (no minimum size) and one bonnethead (no minimum size) per person
per day may be landed in addition to allowable bag limits for other sharks.

(G) Mature female crabs are exempt from minimum size. Maximum size is effective September through April and applies to mature females only.

(H) In state or federal waters, federal permit required for Highly Migratory Species, excluding Atlantic bonito, little tunny (albacore), and blackfin tuna: (978) 281-9370 or
hmspermits.noaa.gov. Prior to removal from vessel, all billfishes, swordfish and bluefin tuna must be reported at NC HMS reporting stations. DMF website for more details.

0] Reef complex species: whitebone porgy, jolthead porgy, knobbed porgy, longspine porgy, sheepshead, gray triggerfish, queen triggerfish, yellow jack, crevalle jacks, bar jack,
almaco jack, lesser amberjack, banded rudderfish, white grunt, margates, spadefish and scup. 20 per person per day in combination.

(@) For seasons, bag limits, size limits or closures for tunas, billfishes, and sharks contact NMFS Highly Migratory Species Division (1-800-894-5528 or hmspermits.noaa.gov or

www.nmfs.noaa.gov). For snapper, grouper, and mackerels contact the South Atlantic Council (1-843-571-4366 or www.safmc.net) and see Proclamation FF-65-2010.
Vermilion snapper season is closed November 1-March 31. Shallow water grouper species (gag, black grouper, red grouper, scamp, rock hind, red hind, coney, grasby,
yellowfin, grouper, yellowmouth grouper and tiger grouper) harvest is prohibited January 1-April 30. Possession of red snapper is currently prohibited.

(K) Groupers in the management unit include: red, yellowfin, yellowmouth, black, warsaw, snowy, yellowedge, and misty grouper; gag, scamp, speckled hind, red hind, rock hind,
graysby, and coney. The three (3) grouper bag limit in the EEZ also includes blueline, golden, and sand tilefish. No possession of Nassau and Goliath grouper.

L) It is unlawful to possess Large Coastal and Pelagic sharks less than 54 inches (Fork Length).

(M) One crab pot may be used from private property or private pier, without a license — Reference 15A NCAC 3J .0302.

(N) Contact DMF or visit www.ncdmf.net/procs for seasons, areas, or other restrictions.

(0) The line dividing Pamlico Sound runs from Pt. of Marsh in Carteret County northeasterly to Bluff Pt. In Hyde County. The line dividing Albemarle Sound runs from Haulover

Point, east of the mouth of the Alligator River northeasterly to the western shore of the mouth of North River at Camden Pt. Browns Inlet is located in Onslow County and the
line runs through the northeast side of the Inlet. These descriptions are general and Proclamation FF-42-2010, dated March 26, 2010, has the specific coordinates of the line locations.

Total length (TL) is measured from tip of snout with mouth closed to top of compressed tail. Fork length (FL) is measured from tip of snout to middle of fork in tail. Lower jaw
fork length (LJFL) is measured from lower jaw to middle of fork in tail. Curved fork length (CFL) is the measurement of the length taken in a line tracing the contour of the
body from the tip of the upper jaw to the fork of the tail. Anglers cannot catch both a federal and state bag limit for the same species on the same trip.

Ocean boundary is defined as water seaward of the COLREGS Demarcation Lines as indicated on National Ocean Service navigation charts.

No one may possess aboard a vessel or while engaged in fishing any fish subject to limits without head and tail attached, except for alewife and blueback herring used for bait
provided not more than two fish per boat/operation may be cut at any one time — Reference 15A NCAC 3M .0101

Morehead City Office (24 hours) Elizabeth City Office Columbia Office Manteo Office Washington Office Wilmington Office
(800) 682-2632 or (800) 338-7805 or (800) 405-7774 or (252) 473-5734 (800) 338-7804 or (800) 248-4536 or
(252) 726-7021 (252) 264-3911 (252) 796-1322 (252) 946-6481 (910) 796-7215

NMFS (Fed. Reg.)

(813) 893-3722
THIS FLYER IS EFFECTIVE October 1, 2010 AND IS FOR GENERAL INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES AND HAS NO LEGAL FORCE OR EFFECT. FISHERY RULES ARE SUBJECT
TO CHANGE. THESE RESTRICTIONS APPLY TO FISH TAKEN FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSE AND INCLUDE HOOK AND LINE. Updated State regulations can be found at
www.ncdmf.net/recreational/recquide.htm and updated Recreational Commercial Gear License information can be found at www.ncdmf.net/license/RCGL.htm.

ISSUED 10/1/10 This document is printed on recycled paper.



North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tournament FAQ

What is the North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tournament?

The North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tournament, commonly referred to at the
“Citation Program,” runs from January 1 to December 31 of each calendar year.
The program recognizes anglers for their outstanding recreational catches of fish
most commonly caught in North Carolina.

What is a citation?
A citation is an 8 %2 by 11-inch certificate that is suitable for framing.

How do | know that | qualify for a citation?

Fish that qualify for a citation are of exceptional size. Please review the rules for
the tournament listed at the top of the page. For a list of weight requirements
and release length requirements, click here
http://www.ncdmf.net/fishfind/citation.htm

What species of fish qualify for a citation?

The fish that are eligible for citations are some of the most common fish in North
Carolina coastal waters. For a list of species, click here
http://www.ncdmf.net/fishfind/citation.htm

If 1 think | have a citation fish, then what do 1 do?
Visit and Official NC Saltwater Fishing Tournament Weigh Station, there they will
weigh your fish or guide you through filling out the paper for a release citation.

Where can | get a fish weighed?

We have nearly 100 weigh stations in coastal North Carolina. Look for the below
sign at your favorite tackle store, marina, or pier. For a complete list, click here
http://www.ncdmf.net/recreational/weighstationlist.htm

NC Saltwater

Fishing Tournament

Official Citation

Weigh Station

www.ncdmf.net

What do | need for a release citation?

Release citations have always been awarded on the honor system, you only
need a witness to sign the form. You do not have to send in photographs in
order to receive your citation.

Does it cost anything?
No. We do not charge for the processing of citation certificates.

Are the forms available online?
Our forms are only available at our weigh stations. For a complete list of weigh
stations, click here http://www.ncdmf.net/recreational/weighstationlist.htm




How long does it take to get my citation?
We are currently only able to process citations one time per year. All of the
previous year’s citation will be mailed by the following spring.

What about freshwater fish citations?

The freshwater Angler Recognition Program is run by the North Carolina Wildlife
Resources Commission, for details on their program, click here
http://www.ncwildlife.org/fs_index 03 fishing.htm or call, (919) 707-0220.

Where do | go if | have more, questions?
If you have additional questions, please contact Carole Willis, Tournament
Coordinator at carole.y.willis@ncmail.net.




NC SALTWATER FISHING TOURNAMENT OFFICIAL WEIGH STATIONS

City

Name

Phone

Atlantic
Atlantic Beach
Atlantic Beach
Atlantic Beach
Atlantic Beach
Atlantic Beach
Atlantic Beach
Avon

Bath

Bayboro
Beaufort
Beaufort
Buxton
Buxton
Buxton
Carolina Beach
Carolina Beach
Castle Hayne
Corolla

Davis
Emerald Isle
Emerald Isle
Frisco

Frisco
Greenville
Harkers Island
Harkers Island
Harkers Island
Harkers Island
Hatteras
Hatteras
Hatteras
Hatteras
Hatteras
Hatteras
Jacksonville
Jacksonville
Kill Devil Hills
Kill Devil Hills
Kill Devil Hills
Kinston

Kitty Hawk
Kitty Hawk
Kure Beach
Manteo
Manteo

Morris Marina

Anchorage Marina - Atlantic Beach
Captain Joe Shute's Bait & Tackle
Captain Stacy Fishing Center
Chasin' Tails Outdoors
Fisherman's Inn

Freeman's Discount Bait & Tackle
Frank & Fran's

Quarterdeck Marina

Roy's Marine Supply

Jarrett Bay Boatworks

Town Creek Marina

Dillon's Corner

Frisco Fishing Pier

Red Drum Tackle Shop

B & B Bait & Tackle

Island True Value Tackle & Hardware
County Line Bait & Tackle
Corolla Bait & Tackle

Davis Shore Provisions

Emerald Isle Mini Mart/Flip Flops
Island Harbor Marina

Frisco Rod & Gun

Frisco Tackle

Greenville Marine

Barbour's Marina

Calico Jack's Marina

Harkers Island Fishing Center
Harkers Island Tackle Company
Hatteras Harbor Marina

Hatteras Landing Marina
Hatteras Marlin Club

Oden's Dock

Teach's Lair Marina

Village Marina

Eastern Oultfitters

Tideline Marine, Inc.

Avalon Fishing Pier

Fishin Fever Bait & Tackle

Stop ‘N Shop Convience & Deli
Neuse Sport Shop

Bob's Bait & Tackle

TW's Bait & Tackle - Kitty Hawk
Kure Beach Pier

Oregon Inlet Fishing Center
Pirate's Cove

(252) 225-4261
(252) 726-4423
(252) 240-2744
(252) 726-4675
(252) 240-3474
(252) 726-2273
(252) 726-2607
(252) 995-4171
(252) 923-2361
(252) 745-3792
(252) 728-2690
(252) 728-6111
(252) 995-5083
(252) 986-2533
(252) 995-5414
(910) 458-4644
(910) 458-3049
(910) 675-8940
(252) 453-9500
(252) 729-0011
(252) 354-3446
(252) 354-3106
(252) 995-5366
(252) 995-4361
(252) 758-5938
(252) 728-6181
(252) 728-3575
(252) 728-3907
(252) 728-3016
(252) 986-2166
(252) 986-2205
(252) 986-2454
(252) 986-2555
(252) 986-2460
(252) 986-2522
(910) 347-4868
(252) 455-2979
(252) 441-7494
(252) 480-3474
(252) 441-6105
(252) 527-3230
(252) 261-8589
(252) 261-7848
(910) 458-5524
(252) 441-6301
(252) 473-3906



NC SALTWATER FISHING TOURNAMENT OFFICIAL WEIGH STATIONS

City

Name

Phone

Minnesott Beach
Morehead City
Morehead City
Morehead City
Nags Head

Nags Head

Nags Head

Nags Head

Nags Head

New Bern

New Bern
Newport

Oak Island

Oak Island

Oak Island
Ocean Isle Beach
Ocean Isle Beach
Ocracoke
Ocracoke
Ocracoke
Richlands
Rodanthe
Rodanthe
Rodanthe
Rodanthe

Supply

Surf City

Surf City

Surf City

Straits
Swansboro
Topsail Beach
Wanchese
Wanchese
Washington
Washington
Wilmington
Wilmington
Wilmington
Wilmington
Wrightsville Beach
Wrightsville Beach
Wrightsville Beach

Minnesott Beach Bait & Tackle
Carolina Princess Dock

EJW Bicycle & Sport Shop
Portside Marina

Nags Head Fishing Pier

Outer Banks Fishing Unlimited
Outer Banks Pier & Fishing Center
TW's Bait & Tackle - Nags Head
Whalebone Tackle

Custom Fabrication & Sports
Field & Stream Sports

Goose Creek Marine

Blue Water Point Motel

Ocean Crest Motel & Pier
Wildlife Bait & Tackle

Ocean Isle Fishing Center
Sheffield's Seafood & Grocery
Anchorage Marina - Ocracoke
O'Neals Dockside Tackle Shop
Tradewinds Tackle Shop
Wiggins Hardware

Hatteras Jack

Rodanthe Pier

Shoreline Bait & Tackle

The Fishin' Hole

Holden Beach Marina

East Coast Sports

Herrings Outdoor Sports

One Stop Bait & Tackle
Chadwick Brothers Marine
Dudley's Marina, Inc.

Jolly Roger Pier

Broad Creek Fishing Center
Thicket Lump Marina

East Side Bait & Tackle
Washington Sports Center
Dockside Marina

Ocean Breeze Seafood

Reel Bait & Tackle

Tex's Tackle & Bait

Johnnie Mercer's Fishing Pier
The Bridge Tender Marina
Wrightsville Beach Marina

(252) 249-1786
(252) 726-5479
(252) 247-4725
(252) 726-7678
(252) 441-5141
(252) 441-5028
(252) 441-7413
(252) 441-4807
(252) 441-7413
(252) 638-2920
(252) 637-5100
(252) 393-2779
(910) 247-1230
(910) 278-6674
(910) 457-9903
(910) 575-3474
(910) 579-9615
(252) 928-1101
(252) 928-1111
(252) 928-5491
(910) 324-3715
(252) 987-2428
(252) 987-2323
(252) 987-1403
(252) 987-2351
(910) 842-5447
(910) 328-1887
(910) 328-3291
(910) 328-1161
(252) 7284651
(252) 393-2204
(910) 328-4616
(252) 473-9991
(252) 473-4500
(252) 946-2186
(252) 946-3113
(910) 256-3579
(910) 793-0404
(910) 395-2248
(910) 791-1763
(910) 256-2743
(910) 256-6550
(910) 256-6666



NORTH CAROLINA STATE SALTWATER RECORDS

Updated August 19, 2008

FISH WEIGHT LOCATION CAUGHT YEAR ANGLER
Albacore (false) 26 Ib. 8 oz. Off Wrightsville Beach 1991 Lyman Kinlaw, Jr.
Albacore 62 Ib. 0 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 2001 Brien L. Hamer
Amberjack 125 |b. 0 oz. Off Cape Lookout 1973 Paul Bailey, Jr.
Barracuda 67 Ib. 7 oz. Cape Lookout 1985 Buddy D. Garten
Bass, Black Sea 81b. 12 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 1979 Joe Mizelle
Bass, Striped 62 Ib. 0 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 2005 David N. Hiebert
Bluefish* 311b. 12 oz. Cape Hatteras 1972 James Hussey
Cobia 116 Ib. 8 oz. Oregon Inlet 2006 Billy R. Lucas, Jr.
Croaker 51b. 0 oz. Oregon Inlet 1981 Daniel Graber
Dolphin 79 1b. 0 oz. Cape Hatteras 1993 Sean J. Yurkanin
Drum, Black 100 Ib. 1 oz. Cape Fear River 1998 Charles R. Dycus
Drum, Red* 94 Ib. 2 oz. Hatteras Island 1984 David G. Deuel
Flounder 20 Ib. 8 oz. Carolina Beach 1980 Harold Auten
Grouper, Red 33 Ib. 8 oz. Off Atlantic Beach 2007 Chuck Deeter
Grouper, Strawberry 28 Ib. 8 oz. Off Topsail Beach 1972 Jackie Blanchard
Grouper, Warsaw 245 |b. 0 oz. Wrightsville Beach 1967 Cora Keen
Grunt, White 4 1b. 8 oz. Off Cape Lookout 1969 Vernon Councilman
Hogfish* 21 1b. 6 oz. Frying Pan Shoals 2005 Derek Williams
Jack, Crevalle 47 Ib. 0 oz. Off Cape Hatteras 1989 Kenneth O. McArthur
Kingfish, Northern 31b. 8 oz. Bogue Banks Pier 1971 Ted Drinnon
King Mackerel 82 Ib. 4 oz. Off Ocracoke 1999 James Winch
Spanish Mackerel* 13 Ib. 0 oz. Ocracoke Inlet 1987 Robert Cranton
Marlin, Blue 1,228 Ib. 8 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 2008 Trey Irvine
Marlin, White 118 Ib. 8 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 1976 Ethel B. Cootes
Mullet, Sea 31b. 8 oz. Bogue Banks Pier 1971 Ted Drinnon
Perch, White 11b. 13 oz. Pembroke Creek 1986 John David Stallings
Pigfish/Hogfish 2 1b. 4 oz. Atlantic Ocean 1991 Walter M. Campbell
Pinfish 2 1b. 14 oz. Off Beaufort Inlet 2006 Hope L. Sanderson
Pompano, African 40 Ib. 10 oz. Southport 2003 Brandon D. Matthews
Pompano, Florida 8 1b. 0 oz. Carolina Beach 2001 John F. Vickers




Porgy, Jolthead 11 Ib. 8 oz. South Hatteras Inlet 1978 Norman C. Morse
Porgy, Saucereye 13 |b. 2 oz. Off Cape Lookout 1987 Glenn D. Greer
Sailfish 100 Ib. 0 oz. Off Ocean Isle 1987 | John P. Grooms, Jr.
Shark, Blue 478 Ib. 0 oz. Crystal Fishing Pier 1961 Bobby Kentrolis
Shark, Dusky 610 Ib. 0 oz. Nags Head Pier 1963 Robert T. Keller
Shark, Hammerhead 710 Ib. 0 oz. Nags Head Pier 1960 Robert T. Keller
Shark, Lemon 421 Ib. 8 oz. Kure Beach Pier 1978 Stanley Seawell
Shark, Mako 768 Ib. 0 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 1983 Russell J. Langford
Shark, Scalloped Hammerhead | 234 |b. 0 oz. South of Cape Point 1990 | Timothy P. Harlow
Shark, Thresher 185 Ib. 0 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 2005 Brandon Bailey
Shark, Tiger 1,150 Ib. 0 oz. Yaupon Beach Pier 1966 Walter Maxwell
Sheepshead 191b. 4 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 1999 Chris Robbins
Snapper, Cubera 46 Ib. 8 oz. Atlantic Ocean 1993 Edward W. Ruskowsky
Snapper, Red 40 Ib. 0 oz. Off Cape Lookout 1970 Ben Grant
Spadefish, Atlantic 91b. 1 oz. Off Oak Island 2001 Spencer Smith
Spearfish, Longbill 98 Ib. 0 oz. Off Cape Hatteras 1978 John R. Windsor
Spot 11b. 13 oz. Manns Harbor 1979 Hubert Basnight
Swordfish 441 1b. 0 oz. Off Wrightsville Beach 1979 J. Horace Murray, Jr.
Tarpon 193 Ib. 5 oz. Sea View Peir 2008 Malcolm Condie
Tautog 19 |b. 0 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 1992 Louis M. Knoerzer
Tilefish, Blueline 16 Ib. 8 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 2006 Terry M. Shepherd
Tilefish, Sand* 41b. 5 oz. Off Oak Island 2004 Frank L. Ballas
Triggerfish, Gray 11 Ib. 6 oz. Morehead City 1992 Annette F. Carrico
Trout, Gray 14 |b. 14 oz. Nags Head Surf 1980 Sterling L. Ammons
Trout, Speckled 12 Ib. 4 oz. Wrightsville Beach 1961 | John R. Kenyon, Jr.
Tuna, Bigeye 311 Ib. 8 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 1992 Clarence N. Cook
Tuna, Blackfin 40 Ib. 0 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 2007 Steven B. Lockwood
Tuna, Bluefin 744 1b. 0 oz. Off Oregon Inlet 1995 Thomas Baily
Tuna, Yellowfin 237 Ib. 0 oz. Off Cape Lookout 1979 James Mixon, Jr.
Tuna, Skipjack 22 Ib. 3 oz. Off Wrightsville Beach 1968 J.W. Johnson, Jr.
Wahoo 150 Ib. 0 oz. Ocracoke 1994 Kevin M. Elwell

*World All-Tackle Record






