MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION BUSINESS MEETING

Clarion Hotel in Downtown Raleigh
May 12 - 14, 2010


N.C.G.S. 138A-15(e) mandates at the beginning of any meeting of a board, the chair shall remind all members of their duty to avoid conflicts of interest under Chapter 138. The chair also shall inquire as to whether there is any known conflict of interest with respect to any matters coming before the board at that time.  

May 12
6 p.m.

Public Meeting



Receive public comment relative to fisheries management issues.

May 13
9 a.m.

Call to Order*

Pledge of Allegiance

                        
Invocation   


Conflict of Interest Reminder                                                     

Roll Call

                
Approval of Agenda**

Approval of February and March 2010 Meeting Minutes**

9:15 a.m.
Public Comment



Receive public comment relative to fisheries management issues.
9:45 a.m.
Issues from Commissioners

10 a.m.
Chairman’s Report

· Letters

· Public Meeting Protocol
· Hyde County Request to Amend the Oyster Fishery Management Plan
10:30 a.m.
Petitions for Rulemaking

· Tony Grant – Received March 10, 2010

Requested rule change to make Opossum Bay an Oyster Seed Management Area.  
· James Massengill Update – Received February 10, 2010 
Requested rule change to allow commercial hook-and-line harvest of striped bass, red drum and spotted seatrout.
10:45 a.m.
Committee Reports

Review and consideration of action items from advisory committee and committee meetings.  
· Regionals (Northeast, Central, Southeast and Inland)
· Finfish

· Habitat and Water Quality 

· Civil Penalty/Law Enforcement Committee 

· Strategic Habitat Area Committee – Region Two
· Coastal Recreational Fishing License Advisory Committee 

· Joint MFC/WRC Coastal Recreational Fishing License Committee
-Vote on No-Cost Extensions, Second and Third Year Funding, and 2010/2011 CRFL Grant Program Request for Proposals**
11:15 a.m.
Closed Session
12:30 p.m.
Lunch Recess

1:30 p.m.
Discussion of Gill Net Proclamation to Address ESA Issues

2 p.m.

Spotted Seatrout Fishery Management Plan – Beth Burns


Review and consideration of advisory committee and public comment on the draft plan, and selection of management options. 
· Review Advisory Committee and Public Comment 

· Vote on Preferred Management Options**
4:30 p.m.
Rule Suspension for Spotted Seatrout – David Taylor
· Vote on Rule Suspension**

4:45 p.m.
Southern Flounder Fishery Management Plan Amendment 1 – David Taylor

Update on plan amendment.

5 p.m. 
Draft Bay Scallop Fishery Management Plan Amendment 1 – Trish Murphey, Tina Moore


Review plan amendment and vote to send out to advisory committees/public meetings.
· Vote to send out to public meetings**

5:30 p.m.

Recess
May 14
8:30 a.m.
Coastal Habitat Protection Plan – Anne Deaton


Review plan amendment and vote to send out to advisory committees/public meetings.
· Vote to send out to public meetings**

10 a.m.
Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan Amendment 1 – Sara Winslow

Update on plan amendment, review of the Albemarle/Roanoke stock assessment, approval of the plan’s goals and objectives, and review of timeline and public information brochure.
· Assessment for Albemarle/Roanoke Stock –  Helen Takade

· Vote on Goals and Objectives** - Charlton Godwin
· Review Timeline and Public Information Brochure - Charlton Godwin
11:30 a.m.
Rules - Notice of Text  for Rulemaking**- Catherine Blum


Review proposed rules and applicable advisory committee input and vote on items to begin the rulemaking process, including public hearings.

1. Classify Eastham Creek and Long Creek Gut (Pamlico District) as Primary Nursery Areas

2. Classify a portion of Chadwick Bay (Southern District) as a Special Secondary Nursery Area
3. Move Gibbs Shoal Oyster Sanctuary  (Northern District) from proclamation into rule and make coordinate corrections
4. Remove out-of-date cross-reference to definitions in Rule 03I .0101
5. Update list of cross-references to no-trawling areas in Rule 03R .0106
6. Remove repetitive or non-regulatory language in Subchapter 03H and relocate maps and marking regulations to another subchapter

7. Define corkline, headrope and lead
8. Clarify terminology of  fish pot  and  minnow trap
9. Increase proclamation authority to ensure compliance with the ASMFC Interstate Fishery Management Plan for Horseshoe Crab
10. Modify rules for consistency with federal regulations for commercially-caught tunas
11. Capture angler effort from ocean fishing piers to maintain state exemption to the National Angler Registry
12. Require shellfish culture training certification for new lease applicants and transferees
13. Remove requirement to notarize signatures on permit renewal applications

 Noon
Director’s Report – Louis Daniel


Reports and updates on recent Division of Marine Fisheries activities. 
· Legislative Update

- Legislative Proposals

- Boards and Commissions Study Update
· Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission

· Striped Bass – Sara Winslow

· 17B/Minority Report Update 
· Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council Update – Red Munden
· 2009 Landings Report – Roz Camp
· Handouts


- Marine Patrol Report 

- Coastal Recreational Fishing License Sales Report

- Red Drum Landings

-WAMI Report

1:30 p.m.
Adjourn

2010 Meeting Schedule: 

Aug. 11-13 in Wilmington

Nov. 3-5 in New Bern

* Times indicated are merely for guidance.  The commission will proceed through the agenda until completed.

**Action Items

Executive Order 34 orders that in transacting board business, each person appointed by the governor shall act always in the best interest of the pubic without regard for her or his financial interests.  To this end, each appointee must recuse herself or himself from voting on any matter on which the appointee has a financial interest. Commissioners having questions about a conflict of interest or appearance of conflict should consult with counsel to the Marine Fisheries Commission or the secretary’s ethics liaison. Upon discovering a conflict consistent with Executive Order 34, the commissioner should inform the chair of the commission in accordance with N.C.G.S. 138A-15(e).

